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Honorable (Insert Your Representative Here)                                   August 4, 2015

Office building insert here
Address here

OR USE AS TALKING POINTS 

In re: H.R. 1329 introduced by Jim Sensenbrenner (R) Wisconsin, Bill to Dissolve the Alcohol Tobacco Fire and Explosives (ATF) 
Dear Representative XXXX,

The International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) – Global Leaders in Fire Investigation has approximately 8000 members from the fire investigation profession. Most of our members are local and state fire investigators who determine the origin and cause of fires in the communities they serve. 

The IAAI does not support any effort to dissolve the ATF. We believe they provide a valuable service to protecting the lives and properties of those who live in the communities we serve. We ask for your support of the ATF and to not support action to dissolve the ATF. While there have been concerns with their gun control efforts we share with you some of the other activities of the ATF and the services they provide to keep us and our communities safe. 
The ATF has been a resource for local fire investigators assisting on fire scenes, providing fire investigation training and sharing research data. We often do not consider the importance of fire investigation in our communities. It is important for fire investigators to be properly trained so they can determine the origin and cause of the fires in our communities. This keeps us safe by identifying faulty products to have them removed from the market place, uncovering unsafe acts so proper fire prevention messages can be shared with the community to prevent other fires from identified unsafe acts and to make sure those who cause fires are held responsible for their actions in causing deaths or loss of property. 
The ATF recently formed a separate Fire and Arson Investigation Division staffed by ATF-Certified Fire Investigators (ATF-CFIs). ATF-CFIs have extensive training and on scene experience in fire investigation before receiving their ATF-CFI credentials. 

ATF-CFIs have been involved in training many of our local and state fire investigators. Through their efforts our local and state investigators have been able to improve on their own knowledge and experience in fire investigation. 

ATF-CFIs have provided training to local first responders at the National Fire Academy leading to improved fire scene management so evidence of fire origin and cause is maintained during fire extinguishment activities. 
ATF maintains a research laboratory. They conduct fire research at the laboratory and share the data with the local and state fire investigators, improving the knowledge of fire investigators.   
The ATF maintains the Bomb and Arson Tracking System (BATS). This is a national data base local fire investigators are to enter data into on a fire’s origin and cause. As more fire investigators use the Arson tracking function we will learn more about possible serial arsonists who may have moved to our community or of other common fire causes so our local fire departments can tailor their fire prevention messages to identified current trends in fire causes. 
ATF-CFIs will respond if requested to major fire losses to provide assistance or guidance to the local fire investigator. For complex fire scenes where engineers, laboratory or financial accountants are needed they will utilize one of their National Response Teams  The National Response Teams provide resources local police and fire departments are unable to provide due to limited budgets and do to these major and complex fires not occurring in our communities on a regular basis. 

As a member of the IAAI we support the existence of the ATF as a resource to our local and state fire investigators. Their involvement in the fire investigation profession has made our communities safer from the ravages of fire losses. 

I thank you in advance for your considered support of maintaining the ATF.

Sincerely,
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