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It was a clear day of summer’s end in New York City and along the I-95 corridor with morning 
temperatures of 60 ºF.  Tuesday morning had the vibrant rhythm of the city bubbling at 8 a.m. 
People were settling into work, going to school or rushing to get there. Visitors were anxious to 
engage in meetings and achieve new opportunities. It was a good day up to that time. Little was 
known of the two aircraft just about to head for targets in New York City. 

continued on page 34

Launch of terror
The WTC towers were likely to have up to 15,000 people 

or more working and visiting that morning.  Each of the two 
towers were targets that day.  In the 1993 bombing at the WTC, 
the terrorists tried to topple the north tower into the south 
tower.  This time the plan was to send commercial aircraft into 
each building.  How?  Well, apparently one can learn to fly a 
commercial jet plane with rudimentary lessons.   

As we later learned, Osama bin Laden and Al Qaeda sent 
19 terrorist to the US months before September 11, to learn to 
fly and to hijack four commercial aircraft in a coordinated attack.  
The plan was to send two planes into the World Trade Center 
towers, and the others into the Pentagon, and the Capitol.   
Mohamed Atta, [Wikipedia] the oldest among the hijackers, was 
an architectural engineer from Egypt who had studied there 
and in Germany.  His terrorist cell was organized in Hamburg, 

Germany after being given specific directions from Osama 
bin Laden in February 2000.  By the summer of 2000, he and 
the other hijackers were in the US taking lessons from various 
flight training schools.   Some alarm bells sounded when they 
said they only wanted to fly, not takeoff and land, but higher 
authorities did not recognize the threat.  Also, the FBI field 
office in Minnesota had a computer from one of the terrorists in 
August 2001, but they were not allowed to open it. 

While hijacking threats had prompted security checks at 
airports throughout the world, before September 2001 these 
efforts were weak and lax.  So early on September 11th 
morning, the terrorists easily boarded four commercial flights 
in the US; two Boeing 767 aircraft from Boston Logan that 
would head to the World Trade Center, a Boeing 757 aircraft 
from Dulles aimed at the Pentagon, and another from Newark 
crashing in Pennsylvania after the passengers fought back to 
regain control of the plane. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

A Day of Infamy
Introduction:  On September 11, 2001, most remember where they were when the first plane hit the South Tower of the WTC. 
I was in Brunswick, GA, preparing to teach for the BATF at FLETC. Offered a ride through the night to Washington, DC, I 
declined, hoping to fly home the next day.  After 10 days in Florida, I made it back with an intense thought analysis on how 
this could have happened. I spoke out, wrote articles, and finally linked with the Skyscraper Safety Campaign advocating 
for an investigation of the Tower collapses.  Working with them and later, I remained unsatisfied with the results of the 
investigation. During my Covid sabbatical, I wrote some articles on the pre- and post-history of that fateful day.  
This article is meant to commemorate the lives lost and discuss some specifically and what happened that day.
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Security personnel at Victoria International Airport 

may not be as busy as their counterparts at other 

airports. Their airport is a smaller one, mainly 

accommodating flights to the nearby cities of 

Vancouver and Seattle. That may be one reason 

why, late one morning a few years ago, their 

attention was drawn to one particular passenger 

who was attempting to board a flight. The 

passenger, George Li, had burns to his neck and 

ears. And his hands were bandaged. He seemed in 

pain.

Security were concerned enough that they offered 

him first aid, which George readily accepted. He 

was clearly in distress. George had emigrated from 

China about 15 years earlier, and was in town to 

check on a local rental property he owned. Now he 

was en route to return home to his wife and children 

in Montreal. Technically, George and his wife were 

separated. But as she was suffering from cancer, 

they still lived together in order to care for their 

children, one of whom was autistic.

When airport security asked George about his 

burns, he told them that he’d just come from an 

explosion at his rental property, and he felt lucky 

to have escaped with his life. This property was 

in a densely-populated residential area. Shocked, 

security asked George if he’d called emergency 

services. He replied, simply: ‘No.’

They thought that all of this was rather alarming. 

So they figured they’d better call 911 if George 

hadn’t. An ambulance arrived, as did police, who 

shortly thereafter arrested George. They seized his 

passport, his ‘phone, and a key that he was carrying 

to the rental duplex. The police suspected that 

George had set fire to his own rental property about 

40 minutes before.

The charge that was ultimately approved against 

George was arson against his own property. This is 

defined in the Criminal Code, s. 434.1, as:

Every person who intentionally or recklessly 

causes damage by fire or explosion to 

property that is owned, in whole or in part, 

by that person is guilty of an indictable 

offence and liable to imprisonment for a 

term not exceeding fourteen years, where 

the fire or explosion seriously threatens the 

health, safety or property of another person.

To break this down, in order for you to be guilty in 

Canada of arson against your own property:

1. you must damage property by fire (or an 

explosion);

2. you must own the damaged property (at 

least partly);

3. the fire must have seriously threatened the 

health, safety or property of another; and

4. you must have caused the fiery damage 

with either the intent to do so, or out of 

recklessness.

But why did police suspect George of setting fire 

to his own rental property? 

George’s explanation for the explosion was that 

it happened when he turned on the lights in the 

garage. But how could that cause an explosion? 

Well, the wiring in the garage certainly needed 

Furious George
‘The one advantage of playing with fire, Lady Caroline, 

is that one never gets even singed. It is the people who 

don’t know how to play with it who get burned up.’

- Oscar Wilde, A Woman of No Importance, 1.1. 

  the northern exposure By Margot Liechti, BSc, BEd, LLB, LLM

and Christopher Mackie, BA, LLB, LRHSC
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IAAI Fire Investigation Standards Committee (FISC) by Terry-Dawn Hewitt, Esq., Chairand Wayne J. McKenna, Esq.

FISCBulletin BoardBulletin Board
NFPA 1033, 2022 ed. Ups the Ante for Fire Investigators and  

NFPA 921, 2024 ed. Is in the Works
Preface and Outline

Due to its length, this article is published partly in print (in this issue of the Fire & Arson Investigator Journal). The entire article is 

published online. Below is the article outline. Sections 1 to 4 (with the accompanying endnotes) are reproduced in the Summer 2021 

edition of the Journal, Volume 72, Issue 1. The entire article is available to IAAI members at the IAAI website (sign-on required). Go to 

the IAAI website at https://www.firearson.com/; click the “Publications” tab; and then scroll down and click the “Fire & Arson Investigator 

Journal” link. Scroll down to the 2021 Journals section and open the link to this article.
OUTLINE
1. Introduction2. Accessing NFPA 1033, 2022 ed.3. A Revised Annex B and New Annex C Support 

Training and Implementation of NFPA 1033's JPRs

4. The "List of 16" has been Reorganized, 
Moved, and Annotated

 Acknowledgments1. Introduction1

The 2022 edition of NFPA 1033 Standard for Professional 
Qualifications for Fire Investigator is complete and will be 
issued soon. This FISC Bulletin Board will examine some of 
the most notable revisions and describe how to access the 
new edition. Having participated in the standards development 

process for the new edition and studied the final product,2 
we conclude that it is more closely aligned with NFPA 921 
than ever before. The overall result of this stronger alignment 

together with other revisions to NFPA 1033 is that it sets a 
new, higher standard for fire investigators.We will also update you on the status of the next edition of 

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations. NFPA 

921 has entered a new revision cycle. The NFPA is planning 

the next edition to be issued in 2023,3 as a 2024 edition. The 

time to submit your proposals is now, as the new edition is 
open for Public Inputs, with a closing deadline of 5:00 pm 
EST/EDST on November 10, 2021.As of mid-June 2021, over 50 Public Inputs have already 

been submitted and the NFPA 921 TC has not even begun its 

submissions. Thus, it appears that it will be another productive 

revision cycle for NFPA 921! Anyone can submit a Public Input. 

It is a straightforward online process that we briefly explain. 
See section 8 of this article for details.This article first addresses NFPA 1033, 2022 ed. by describing 

how to access it and reviewing noteworthy revisions and 
some of their implications. Then we move on to NFPA 921, 
first covering errata and a tentative interim amendment to the 

2021 edition. Next, we talk about the Public Input phase of the 

next edition of NFPA 921. Finally, we invite you to participate 

in a survey by the Organization of Scientific Area Committees 

for Forensic Science (OSAC) that will report on the extent to 

which organizations are utilizing OSAC Registry standards 
such as NFPA 921 and NFPA 1033.

2. Accessing NFPA 1033, 2022 ed.At the time of writing this column in early June 2021, the 
content of the 2022 edition has been settled by the NFPA 
Standards Development Process. However, the 2022 edition 

has not been issued by the NFPA Standards Council — a step 

expected in the summer of 2021.4Once the 2022 edition is issued, anyone can access an 
electronic version of the 2022 edition on the NFPA 1033 
Document Information Page.5 There are two choices for online 

access. One is to click the "free access" link on that page and 

sign on to the NFPA.org website using your free NFPA account 

to view the complete text. While you can read the 2022 edition 

online, you cannot copy or print any portion of the document. 

Further, the "revision symbols" (i.e., the shading and marks 
that signal revisions from the earlier edition) are not shown.
The second way to access the 2022 edition electronically 
is through a paid subscription to the NFPA's National Fire 
Code Subscription Service (NFCSS), available here: https://
codesonline.nfpa.org/. Navigating the NFCSS is user-friendly 

and all of the NFPA Fire Codes® (including NFPA 1033 and 
NFPA 921) are fully searchable. They also have links to 
internal cross-references within each document. Sections can 

be copied or printed. However, like the free access version of 

the 2022 edition, revision symbols are absent. As a point of 
interest, the NFPA has decided not to publish a PDF of the 
2022 edition. This decision applies not only to NFPA 1033 but 

also to other NFPA Fire Codes®, including NFPA 921.
NFPA is also publishing a print version of NFPA 1033, 
available for purchase through the NFPA Catalog at https://
catalog.nfpa.org/.6 Although print documents can be 
cumbersome at times, an advantage of the print version of 
NFPA 1033 is that it has symbols and shading to flag revisions 

from the 2014 edition. This is a helpful tool for tracking 
changes from the earlier edition. If you buy the print version, 

look for a section in the front matter entitled Revision Symbols 

Identifying Changes from the Previous Edition. This section 
explains the new symbols that signal revisions. Abbreviations 

14 www.firearson.com 

Fire&Arson Investigator 

Summer2021

2021 IAAIWINNERS
1st Place Accidental- Darrin Padilla  

Springfield Fire Department Arson & Bomb Squad

This incident took place on 6/23/2019 in Springfield, MA. A Xfinity cable technician was using a 12-inch drill bit 

to drill a hole from the interior of the house (living room) to the outside, to install new cable. As he was drilling 

and not realizing the electrical service entrance wires from the pole to the house were in the path of the drill bit, 

he drilled exactly in the center of the service wire causing an electrical arc and fire. There were no injuries to 

the technician.


