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global member news

During my 19 years as an 
IAAI member and President, 

I have helped several of my 
colleagues in many countries 

establish new chapters around 
the world, such as in the UK, 
Ireland, Holland, France, Italy, 
Bulgaria and Finland. Following 
protracted discussions with 
board members of some of 
those chapters over the years, 
I had assisted some of them to 
encompass other neighboring 
countries such as the South 

Africa Chapter when it was 
renamed the Africa Chapter  

and the Swedish Chapter  
to become the  
Nordic Chapter.

I have heard it said 
that it appears, I am trying 

to be ‘known’ for starting 
Chapters even though some have 

become quickly dormant. When 
the UK started its Chapter, there were just four of us. We 
soon became one of the fastest growing Chapters in our 
Association. Ireland had a slow start but are now a very 
active Chapter, as are Finland, Holland and France. Italy 
and Bulgaria found it difficult to get traction within their 
fire investigation community, but they are still trying to 
move forward.

I have had many discussions at IAAI Board level as to when 
you should allow a Chapter to receive its charter; what is 
the criteria? How many members should it have? Should it 
be mandatory that they are IAAI members to be Chapter 
members? As the discussions went on, and still do, it was 
evident to me that there appeared to be some unclarity of 
fire investigators’ needs around the world by some of our 
IAAI members.

There are fire investigators in countries where English isn’t 
their first language, and there are fire investigators within 
many countries within Europe that work in almost solitude 
and will most likely never be in a position to establish 
a Chapter. So why don’t they just join the IAAI and be 
done with it? In my opinion, here’s where many cultural 
differences occur. What I have been trying to do by my 
involvement with all of these different countries and cultures 
including Ghana, Oman, Jordan, UAE, Latvia, Estonia, Iran 
and Belgium to name a few, is to be inclusive for all of the 
fire investigators globally that will benefit from belonging to 
our great association. In some of those countries, $100.00 
membership cost is a great deal of money, and supporting 
their needs has been challenging.

Several years ago, I was part of a team conducting a 
protracted fire investigation in Riga, Latvia and struck 
up a good rapport with several of the government fire 
investigators and those from neighboring Estonia. I 
realized that they wanted to be part of a fire investigation 
organization and needed the most modern and up-to-date 
training, such as the IAAI could offer. Europe consists  
of 44 different countries  with many cultural and  
political differences.

Having spent the last two years communicating extensively 
with Chapter board members within several existing 
European Chapters, we concluded the best way to bring 
‘lone’ or small groups of fire investigators into the IAAI, was 
to start a European ‘umbrella chapter’ that encompassed all 
the existing IAAI members living and working in Europe. 
We agreed that the criteria for anyone not belonging to an 
existing European chapter, either because they haven’t got 
one, it has become dormant or it appears that they will 
never have the capacity to start a chapter in the foreseeable 
future, was that they had to join the IAAI. Only then would 
they be eligible to join the Central European Chapter of the 
IAAI free of charge. This new Chapter is now known as the 
Central European Association of Fire Investigators (CE-AFI) 
and can be found at www.ce-afi.com. 

CE-AFI
CENTRAL EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION  
OF FIRE INVESTIGATORS

 1 https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/how-many-countries-are-in-europe.html
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CE-AFI
CENTRAL EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION  
OF FIRE INVESTIGATORS

At the time of writing, we have members from 12 
different countries and are getting applications 
regularly from practitioners wishing to join. It 
will take time to see the growth of IAAI members 
from our European countries as a result of this 
new association. However, I know that since our 
recent UK-AFI ATC in January 2019 and the 
announcement of the new Chapter, several people 
have joined the IAAI so that they can join the  
CE-AFI. Once they become IAAI members, I  
know they will appreciate the many benefits of 
belonging to our global association.

The CE-AFI Board, that consists of nine IAAI 
members from eight European countries  
(https://www.ce-afi.com/board-of-directors.php) 
have also made a polite but political (with a small 
‘p’) decision only to accept applications from 
practitioners living and working in European 
countries. This is by no means being discourteous 
to all our fellow IAAI members who have let us 
know that they would like to join the CE-AFI to 
show support. We do not want to start a parallel 
‘IAAI’ remotely from the USA with members in 
countries from outside of Europe also wanting to 
join to show us support, (i.e., from Africa, Canada, 
the Middle East, Far East, South America,  
New Zealand and Australasia). 

Thanks to all of you that have expressed support so 
far; the CE-AFI Board sincerely hope that we will 
become a very active chapter in the future, with 
training events around Europe that we can invite 
practitioners from around the world to attend. We 
are also hoping that non-IAAI members within 
existing active European Chapters will also want  
to join the CE-AFI and become IAAI members  
to do so.

So, to conclude, this is a true 21st Century 
development and the first ‘Chapter in the Cloud’  
as there are no fees, no bank accounts, and no 
material assets. There is and will be, however, 
shared knowledge, training, and support to our 
members as with all IAAI Chapters.

With best wishes,

President CE-AFI

NFPA 
Technical Committee on FIUs

Bobby Schaal, Jim Kanavy, Randy Watson, Rick Jones, 
Bob Toth, Keith Paffrath 

Several IAAI members are part of the new 29-member 
NFPA Technical  Committee on Fire Investigations Units 
(FIUs) that met in-person for the first time in New Orleans 
May 29-31. This committee is working on the new 
standards project for fire investigation units that could 
greatly impact the public and private sectors. Pictured 
above is Bobby Schaal, Jim Kanavy, Randy Watson (Chair 
of the new Committee), Rick Jones, Bob Toth and Keith 
Paffrath (IAAI principal representative for the Committee). 
The FISC Bulletin Board began summing up some of the 
expected changes to NFPA Standards in the April 2019 
issue (p.32) of Fire & Arson Investigator. Follow the FISC 
Bulletin Board as it continues providing updates in the 
next several issues (p.40 in this issue).
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An Analysis of 

Electrical 

Arcing in 

Electrical 

Receptacles

Electrical receptacles are abundant in every home and should be considered 

as potential ignition sources during a fire investigation. Historically, some 

investigators have discounted receptacles as an ignition source solely 

because nothing was plugged in at the time of a fire. Arc melting may be 

found in receptacles after a fire, and may be the cause or result of the fire. 

The interpretation of this damage in the context of the scene is important to 

the investigator’s final conclusion. This paper covers two research projects 

conducted to examine how arc melting can occur within an electrical 

receptacle, both as a cause of a fire, and as a victim.

Authors:

Cameron Novak, P.E. – ATF Fire Research Laboratory

Michael Keller, P.E. – Oklahoma State University

Devin Palmer, ATF-CFI - Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives

Gerard Gallagher, ATF-CFI - Bureau of Alcohol,  

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

The authors would like to thank the 

ATF Fire Research Laboratory and 

ATF Certified Fire Investigator program 

for their support of these projects. The 

authors would also like to thank James 

Zurenko, Steven Little Jr., Dennys 

Hernandez, RJ Markward, Matt Rimlund, 

Joe Bettenhausen, Justin Geiman, and 

Adam Friedman, and Robert Toth. 

This paper is dedicated to James Novak, 

who came up with the concept of the arc 

tracking experiments. 
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A fire breaks out at a historic restaurant, leaving it destroyed 
and several firefighters injured. During the ensuing 
investigation Investigator Robinson determined the fire to 
be incendiary and the circumstances surrounding it to be 
suspicious.  He subsequently obtained written statements from 
the restaurant’s employees and owner.  Everyone interviewed 
was asked the same question, “Tell me what you know about 
the fire?” When Investigator Robinson asked the restaurant’s 
owner this question, she provided the following:

“I came into work early to go over the staff’s 
paychecks. Today was payday and I wanted to make 
sure everyone’s pay was correct because I had 
recently given the staff raises and I wanted to make 
sure they got them. They work very hard and have 
been an important part of making my restaurant 
the success that it is. They are like family to me. 
After I reviewed the paychecks I walked around the 
restaurant and personally delivered them. Everyone 
was really excited to receive their raises and the 
head chef told me he was using his to buy a blue 
24-foot Bayliner ski boat he had just seen at the 
local boat show last weekend. Went to the freezer 
where I probably checked the food inventory. Think I 
then checked on a few things – possibly in the dining 
areas. Just before I opened the restaurant I smelled 
smoke. The smoke alarms sounded and I could see 
a heavy gray cloud of smoke filling the restaurant.  
I then told everyone to leave and called the  
fire department.”

After reading the owner’s statement, Investigator Robinson 
had a strong suspicion that something wasn’t right. He couldn’t 
specify what exactly made him suspicious and decided to 
analyze it in hopes of possibly confirming his suspicion.  

WHAT IS INVESTIGATIVE STATEMENT ANALYSIS?

Investigative Statement Analysis is the examination of words 
in a statement to identify possible indicators of deception.[1] 
Generally, the words we use reflect a psychological state and 
mirror our thoughts and feelings.[2]  

By examining words we can learn what people think and also 
guide their future thinking. As such, words can be considered 
both mirrors and tools.[3]

Investigative Statement Analysis can also be used to identify 
possible indicators of veracity and/or possibly determine 
authorial insight.  

Investigative Statement Analysis is not a difficult concept to 
understand. If you interact with people, chances are you do 
use it – you just don’t realize it. Consider a conversation you 
had with someone recently that left you wondering whether or 
not they had actually told you the truth. Remember how you 
walked away with an impression their story wasn’t accurate 
and you later discovered they weren’t totally truthful? How 
did you know they weren’t being totally truthful? Chances are 
you intuitively analyzed what they had said, processed your 
intuition and concluded that what they were saying wasn’t  
the truth.

Investigative Statement Analysis works much the same way. 
It is a formalized technique that provides articulation and 
structure to the initial impression people sometimes get after 
they listen to or read a statement. Through the application of 
a simple multi-step process, Investigative Statement Analysis 
allows investigators to determine a statement’s quality by 
examining the linguistic features found within it. This article will 
review several steps of the linguistic examination process.

HOW DOES INVESTIGATIVE  
STATEMENT ANALYSIS WORK?

When people intentionally provide deceptive information, 
they often exhibit a fight-or-flight reaction in response to the 
increased anxiety level associated with possibly having their 
deception exposed.[4] As a result, deceptive authors often will 
attempt to hide behind their own words, phrases, or linguistic 
construction.[5] 

To conduct a basic statement analysis, investigators should 
explore three areas common to almost all statements: 
equivocations, balance and “I” pronouns.  

INVESTIGATIVE STATEMENT ANALYSIS: 

AN ARSON DETECTION IMPERATIVE
Author:  Stanley B. Burke

Investigative Statement Analysis is the structured examination of an individual’s verbatim 
words for the purpose of conducting more in-depth interviews. It is designed to assist 
investigative personnel with a structured method of examining verbal and written 
communications collected during investigations, including fire investigations. Investigative 
Statement Analysis provides arson investigators with specific linguistic tools and strategies 
to use in analyzing oral and written words provided by witnesses, victims and suspects. 

Within the law enforcement context, Investigative Statement Analysis is used as an 
investigative tool to gain insight into an individual’s thoughts, motivations and ideas. 
Investigative Statement Analysis is also used to recognize areas of veracity and to  
detect areas of possible deception. 
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Honorable Mention Accidental William Schmitt
J.S. Held, Albany, NY

This depicts a natural gas-fueled fireplace insert that was removed from its original cabinet by the homeowner and was installed in a wood-framed wall. This accidental fire was caused by combustibles too close to a heat source, and operation of an appliance not in accordance with the manufacturer’s design and specifications.

2nd Place Accidental Joseph Ostermann 
Anderson Investigations, Olathe, KSA high resistance connection at the main breaker of this panel resulted in a fire.

 
Mark 

Pellegrino 
GKA Investigations GroupLeumeah, New South Wales, 

Australia
The image shows a water heater element (without thermostat control) which was left unattended inside a plastic water dispenser in a hotel 

bathroom/restroom.
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Guy Yeaman, NV 


