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George A. Codding, IAAI-CFI, MIAAI

president’s perspective

Happy New Year from 
your representatives at the 
IAAI!  I hope this journal 
finds you well and staying 

safe in your investigations and other activities.  I wish 
you a happy and prosperous 2017.

Not everyone makes new years’ resolutions, but if 
you are looking for some, please allow me to suggest 
a few that relate directly to your fire investigation 
career:  First, make a renewed commitment to safety 
on scene; not only safety from the physical threats 
like falls, collapse, and electricity, but respiratory 
and exposure safety as well.  Our Health and Safety 
Committee is working to bring safety measures to the 
forefront in our profession for the benefit of not only 
fire service members, but law enforcement and private 
practitioners as well.

Second, take a look at what the IAAI offers in 
the way of career enhancement.  Is it time for you to 
apply for the IAAI-FIT® designation?  More and more, 
fire investigation professionals are recognizing the 
need for credentialing, whether they are in the public 
or the private sector.  Is it time to try for IAAI-CFI®?  
This certification is accredited by fire and forensic 
accreditation bodies, and as you know from my earlier 
messages, qualifications and credentialing are taking a 
front seat for forensic practitioners in the justice system 
in the U.S. and elsewhere.

And don’t forget the valuable Evidence Collection 
Technician (IAAI-ECT) designation, Certified Instructor 
(IAAI-CI®), and the motor vehicle endorsement.  Each 
of these programs is designed under the NFPA norms 
that govern our profession, and each is administered  
in a professional, objective manner to assure that  
your certificate or designation is recognized and  
of top quality.  

Third, don’t forget training.  Consider attending 
the ITC this year in Las Vegas.  These conferences are 
so much more than training; they are the opportunity 
to meet with the leaders in our profession and make 
contacts and exchange ideas with the best and 
brightest.  And keep reviewing those modules on 
CFITrainer.Net®!  Our committees and subject matter 
experts have made sure that each module contains 
state-of-the-art knowledge and information, and our 
partners at Stonehouse Media have made these 
presentations of the highest quality.

Speaking of the NFPA, the Board of Directors’ 
annual Midyear meeting was held in November at the 
NFPA headquarters in Quincy, Massachusetts where 
we spent quality time with NFPA leadership discussing 
mutual plans and ideas.  The NFPA has been a 
consistent friend and partner for the IAAI and I would 
like to extend my personal thanks to President Jim 
Pauley as well as our friends Ken Willette and Michael 
Wixted and the NFPA management team for their 
hospitality and for engaging with us on the important 
topics in this profession.

This fall, I had the privilege of traveling to South 
and Central America with First Vice President Scott 
Bennett and Director Robert Rullan for various fire 
service and fire investigation events.  These included 
the first Chapter 79 conference in Panama, which 
was very successful and in which two new countries, 
Paraguay and Guatemala, began their involvement 
and participation in the chapter (countries already 
represented included Ecuador, Colombia, Chile, 
Panama, Mexico, Argentina, Costa Rica, Brazil, Spain, 
and the U.S.).  The IAAI is being well-received by 
fire services and investigators in South and Central 
America, who are already familiar with NFPA norms 
and standards, are extremely interested in the 
credentialing and training we offer.  I am working very 
hard to get our materials and training into Spanish and 
Portuguese to accommodate this interest so we can 
welcome all of these potential new International and 
Chapter members.  Soon we should see more new 
chapters forming in these areas.

Our engagement level is what sets us apart 
as an organization, and I deeply appreciate the 
hundreds of members who have offered to participate 
in committees and otherwise be engaged.  Please 
participate with the IAAI and in your chapter, and 
please read up on your candidates for the upcoming 
election for IAAI directors and officers (I know it is only 
January, but sometimes the April issue arrives at or 
after the election).  Make sure your voice is counted in 
this Association.

Thank you for your participation, and I look 
forward to meeting you at chapter events and seeing 
you at the ITC.

George A. Codding
President 
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Candidate for IAAI Board of Directors

Gary Hodson, IAAI-CFI, MIAAI, Utah

How long have you been a member of the IAAI? 

16 years

How many IAAI Annual Meetings have you 

attended? 12    Which years? 2002, 2003,  

2004, 2005, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,  

2014, 2015, 2016

Do you regularly attend your State/Provincial 

Chapter meetings and activities? Yes

List any offices held in your State Chapter. Board of 

Directors, 2nd Vice President, 1st Vice President, 

President, Past President, Sergeant-At-Arms

Please list any International offices held, special 

projects or Committee work, indicating years of

service 2014-present, Director 2015-present, 

Chapters Committee, Chair 2016-present, Health

and Safety Committee 2011-present, Application 

Review Subcommittee, CFI Committee 2004-

2009, Investigator Safety Committee 2004-2009, 

Transportation Subcommittee, Training and 

Education Committee

If you are elected, will you take an active role in 

the IAAI, and with your present position, attend all 

annual meetings and board meetings during your 

term of office? Yes

Describe, in 100 words or less, why you feel you 

are qualified for this position. I was employed

in Public Safety for over 30 years and served in

supervisory positions for many years. I have been

involved in fire investigations since 1991, and I am

currently employed as a senior fire investigator. I 

am dedicated to fire investigation and the mission

of the IAAI.

Why do you want to become a Director or Officer of 

the IAAI?  I have been serving as a Director of the 

IAAI since 2014 and would like to continue working 

on several of our current projects and issues. I am 

dedicated to continuing to work hard on behalf of 

the members of the IAAI. We, as an organization, 

can accomplish many things, more than a single 

individual. I would enjoy continuing to serve the 

members of the IAAI and continue its growth  

and reach.

What do you believe are 

your best leadership traits 

and how would you use 

them as a Director or

Officer of the IAAI? I lead 

by example and maintain 

an open mind regarding 

issues until all of the 

information is available. I believe in empowering 

others to do their best and assist them to find 

the tools and information to be successful. Each 

and every member of the IAAI is important and 

have information of value to the organization. I will

encourage the members to share their thoughts 

and ideas. Credit will be given when credit is due,

recognizing the contributions of the membership.

What steps do you believe should be taken to 

grow membership? Communicate to our current 

and potential members the value of the IAAI. We

should communicate with the various colleges and 

universities and provide information regarding the 

mission of the IAAI. We should stress the value 

of the Enhanced Chapter program and recruit

individuals who are members of only their state 

chapter and encourage them to join the IAAI.

How would you propose to improve relationships

and communications between the International 

and Chapters? During the past few years, the

communication and relationships with the local 

chapters have improved. We need to continue

talking with our chapters as often as possible. We

need to utilize social media to provide additional 

information to the members and encourage them to

comment and share information.

What are your recommendations for future funding

of CFITrainer.Net®? CFITrainer.net is an extremely

valuable resource to the membership and the 

investigation community as a whole. It should

continue to be free to the membership. It may

become necessary to charge a fee to non-members

of the IAAI. Additional corporate sponsorship 

should be explored and sought.

Other than training fire investigators, what two or 

three other elements do you consider as critical to 

the mission of the IAAI? In addition to training, the 

IAAI needs to provide additional information and 

opportunities for the professional development of 

the investigator. Open forums and chat groups  

need to be implemented to have questions or 

concerns answered.

2017 Candidates for IAAI Board of Directors

30 www.firearson.com 

Fire&Arson Investigator 

Jan2017

1. Introduction
Part of the mission of the IAAI’s Fire Investigation

Standards Committee (FISC) is to keep abreast of information

about standards and guides that apply to fire and explosion

investigations. In addition, one of FISC’s duties is educating the

IAAI membership about such documents and related issues.1

The purpose of this column is to share information about the

vetting process for scientific literature, known as foundational

literature, which provides the scientific foundation for each

forensic discipline. If we were to create a list of scientific

literature for the field of fire investigations that could qualify as

foundational, industry standards such as those published by 

the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)2 and ASTM

International3 would feature prominently. So, too, would the

reference materials they cite.The 2009 report, Strengthening Forensic Science in

the United States: A Path Forward (the NRC/NAS Report)4 

expressed concerns about the extent to which there may be 

gaps in the foundational research that provides the scientific

basis of many forensic science disciplines. This article

begins by summarizing these concerns and introducing the

resulting Foundational Research Recommendation. Since this

recommendation applies to forensic science disciplines, we 

explore whether fire investigations qualify as a forensic science

discipline.
After concluding that fire investigations are, at least in some

circles, considered to be among the forensic science disciplines

affected by the NRC/NAS Report, we examine the activities

undertaken by the following organizations that are relevant

to the Foundational Research Recommendation and fire

investigations:

•	White House Interagency Working Group for
Research, Development, Testing, and Evaluation (IWG

RDT&E);
•	The Technical and Scientific Working Group on Fires

and Explosions (T/SWGFEX);•	The Organization of Scientific Area Committees
(OSAC); and,

•	The National Commission on Forensic Science
(NCFS).

For the purposes of this article, the most important of

these activities are certain work products of OSAC and the

NCFS. Briefly, OSAC has added the 2014 editions of NFPA

921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations5 (NFPA 921) 

and NFPA 1033 Standard for Professional Qualifications for 

Fire Investigator6 (NFPA 1033) to its Registries of Approved 

Standards and Guidelines. In the meantime, the NCFS has

developed two sets of criteria for evaluating scientific literature. 

After examining these OSAC and NCFS projects, the authors

raise two questions and discuss their implications. One is

whether industry standards such as NFPA 921 and NFPA 

1033 as well as the publications they mention, meet the NCFS’ 

criteria. The second is the impact that the elevation of NFPA 

921 and NFPA 1033 to the OSAC Registries will have on the

influence of these documents in the fire investigation community 

and in court. We also clarify status of the 2017 edition of NFPA 

921, which the NFPA issued in November 2016. 
This article closes by touching on how attorneys could

use the developments in OSAC or the NCFS to challenge

or support the qualifications or opinions of fire investigation

experts in criminal or civil litigation. We begin by tracing the
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Introduction
Central to the mission of IAAI’s Fire Investigation Standards
Committee is to keep IAAI members informed about develop-
ments in the standards world. As you probably know, through 

its standards development process, the National Fire Protec-
-

tion, including investigations. All of the relevant documents, 
published in NFPA’s National Fire Codes®, and are required 
to undergo a regular and strictly regulated process of review 
and revision to stay current. This article provides you a quick 
update on the status of those National Fire Codes® that are

The “document page” for each of these documents has copies 

of the documents available to read online at no charge, as well 

as the deadlines and forms for submitting Public Input (previ-
ously known as Public Proposals) and Public Comments. Go 
to www.NFPA.org, click the “Codes and Standards” link, click 

the “View the List of NFPA Codes and Standards” link, set up
a free account, and select the document you want to review. 
You can also access current information at the NFPA’s web-
site concerning the membership of each technical committee 
(TC) that is responsible for each of these documents,1 as well 
as those TCs seeking new members and the TC membership 
application form.

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion InvestigationsResponsibility of: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Investigations
Scope: “This Committee shall have primary responsi-
bility for documents relating to techniques to be used

designed to assist or be used in developing or verifying

2IAAI Representatives: IAAI member Charles (Randy)
Watson chairs the 921 TC. The IAAI’s representatives 
are Principal–Joseph J. Sesniak, andAlternate–Rodney
J. Pevytoe.

Status: NFPA 921 is in the Fall 2013 revision cycle, 
scheduled for the release of a revised edition in 2014. 
Closing date for Public Input is January 4, 2012. The edition) closing date is September 7, 2012. The First 

Draft will be available for public review online and the
deadline for submitting public comments to the NFPA
is November 16, 2012.3 You can read the current (2011)
edition and previous editions online, for no charge, at:
http://www.nfpa.org/aboutthecodes/AboutTheCodes.

asp?DocNum=921

NFPA 1033 Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire InvestigatorResponsibility of: Technical Committee on Fire 
Scope: “This Committee shall have primary respon-
sibility for documents on professional competence 4

IAAI Representatives: IAAI Board Member George 
Wendt chairs the 1033 TC. The IAAI’s representa-
tives are Principal—Roger A. Krupp, and Alternate–
Jack A. Ward.

Terry-Dawn Hewitt, Esq.Chair

and

IAAI Fire Investigation Standards Committee (FISC) Wayne J. McKenna, Esq.
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1. Introduction
2. Background: The NRC/NAS Report3. NRC/NAS Report Foundational Research 

Recommendation4. NRC/NAS Report Characterizes “Forensic
Science Disciplines”5. The Thin Edge of the Wedge: NRC/NAS

Report on Burn Patterns and Arson 
Investigations

6. Fire Investigations: A Forensic Science
Discipline

(remaining sections available online)7. Implementing the NRC/NASReport Foundational Research Recommendation:White House Inter-
Agency Working Groups  and T/SWGFEX

8. Implementing the NRC/NAS Report: 
OSAC and NCFS

9. OSAC’s Role in Foundational Research 
for Fire Investigations

10. Implementing the Foundational Research 
Recommendation: Notable Views of
the NCFS

11. Applying NCFS Criteria to Scientific
Literature Forming  the Underpinnings of Fire Investigations

12. Effect of NFPA 921 and NFPA 1033
Approval for the  OSAC Registry

13. A Litigation Perspective14. Conclusion

Preface and Outline

Due to its length, this article is published partly in print (in this issue of the Fire & Arson Investigator) and in its entirety online.

Below is the article outline. Sections 1 to 6 (with the accompanying endnotes) are reproduced in this Journal edition.

The full version is available to IAAI members at the IAAI website (sign-on required).

Go to the IAAI website at https://www.firearson.com/; click the “Publications” tab; and then scroll down and click the  

“Fire & Arson Investigator Journal” link. Scroll down to the 2017 Journal section and open the link to this article.
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Because winning is the most fun.TRAINING
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The Impact of Ventilation on Room Fires in Full Scale Structures
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Statement Analysis: Truth & Lies Revealed | Exploring the Relevance & Reliability of Witness Statements in 

Fire Investigations | Fatal Fire Investigation | Why Accreditation Matters | Sunlight as an Ignition Source 

Scene Safety for the Fire Investigator | NFPA 921: Updates | Commercial Motor Vehicle & Heavy 

Equipment Fires | The Investigation & Litigation of Fire Losses for Subrogated Insurance Carriers 

The Use of Damage in Fire Investigations | Wildland Fire Pattern Indicators/Operation High Desert 

Fire Protection Systems & Fire Investigation | Demystifying the Chain of Custody & Forensic Arson Analysis 

Vetting & Selecting the Right Experts and Attorneys | Investigative Report Drafting: Content is Key 

Rendering a Correct Claim Decision | Lawsuit! Proactive Management of the Litigation Process

Preparing Your Claims Department & SIU Representatives for Trial | Presenting the Fire Science Case to a 

Jury: How to Win Friends & Influence People | Panel: Fire Investigations: Preparing for the Future 

Panel: Scene Safety: The Quiet Storm | Effective Social Media Research in Investigations

Metallurgical Analysis for Fire and Explosion Investigation | Non-Destructive Post Fire Survey of Electrical 

Wiring for Fire Origin Determination

APRIL 9-14-2017

International Training Conference

NEED IT? WANT IT?

www.IAAIITC.com

FIRE INVESTIGATION TRAINING!

IAAI
New One-Day Classes

Electrical Fundamentals- 6 Hours• The components of an electrical service, circuitry,
modes of failure, and arc mapping.• Define basic electrical terms.• Identify common electrical failure mechanisms.

• Describe common electrical systems andcomponents found in a home.• Examine a fire of potential electrical origin.This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or whole, 
requirements concerning continuing education posted in 
Section 1.3.7
Program topics include: safety, electrical safety, NFPA 
Chapter 9 (Electricity & Fire), Basic Electricity, Building 
Electrical Systems, Electrical Heating (five forms),  
Electrical Failure, Arcing, and Electrical Fire Investigation.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

Fire Dynamics- 8 HoursThe detailed study of how chemistry, fire science, and 
engineering disciplines of fluid mechanics and heat transfer 
interact to influence fire behavior.• Define and explain basic fire chemistry terminology.

• Define and explain the behavior of fire.• Define and explain the modes of heat transfer.This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or  
whole, requirements concerning continuing education  
posted in Section 1.3.7:
Program topics include: NFPA 921, NFPA 1033, Fire, Fuels, 
Oxygen, Temperature, Heat, Combustion, Flame, Ignition,  
Fire Development & Decay, Ventilation, Fire Growth, and  
Fire Modeling.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

Origin and Cause – 6 Hours• Evaluating and analyzing a fire scene using a systematic 
method to determine the origin and cause of the fire.

• Understand and apply systematic approach and 
scientific method to determine the area of fire origin, 
then cause.

• Identify fire patterns.
• Identify fire causes/ classifications.• Identify methods of testing and eliminating hypotheses 

(as part of the scientific method).This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or whole, 
requirements concerning continuing education posted in 
Section 1.3.7
Program topics include: NFPA 921 Chapter 18 – Origin 
Determination, NFPA 921 Chapter 19 – Fire Cause 
Determination, NFPA 1033, Fire Scene Investigation, 
Ignition Sources, First Fuel Ignited, Cause Classifications, 
Fire Investigation Methodology, Initial Response, 
Examination, Fire Patterns, Fire Effect, Ventilation, 
Reconstruction, Accidental Sources of Ignition, Evidence of 
Incendiarism, and Hypothesis Development & Testing.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

NFPA 921 update 2017
• The detailed guide to fire investigations is an ever 

changing environment. This document id peer reviewed 
and published every three years. The Global Leader 
in Fire Investigations (IAAI) offers the most up to date 
training for the new edition, presented by members of 
the NFPA 921 Technical Committee.• By understanding the changes affecting the 

investigations of fire and explosion scenes you will be 
better prepared to investigate, present and articulate 
your case and opinions.$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird
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in the U.S. and elsewhere.
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in a professional, objective manner to assure that  
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contacts and exchange ideas with the best and 
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Wixted and the NFPA management team for their 
hospitality and for engaging with us on the important 
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Candidate for IAAI Board of Directors

Gary Hodson, IAAI-CFI, MIAAI, Utah
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can accomplish many things, more than a single 
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members of the IAAI and continue its growth  
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by example and maintain 

an open mind regarding 

issues until all of the 

information is available. I believe in empowering 

others to do their best and assist them to find 

the tools and information to be successful. Each 

and every member of the IAAI is important and 

have information of value to the organization. I will 

encourage the members to share their thoughts 

and ideas. Credit will be given when credit is due, 

recognizing the contributions of the membership.

What steps do you believe should be taken to 

grow membership? Communicate to our current 

and potential members the value of the IAAI. We 

should communicate with the various colleges and 

universities and provide information regarding the 

mission of the IAAI. We should stress the value 

of the Enhanced Chapter program and recruit 

individuals who are members of only their state 

chapter and encourage them to join the IAAI.

How would you propose to improve relationships 

and communications between the International 

and Chapters? During the past few years, the 

communication and relationships with the local 

chapters have improved. We need to continue 

talking with our chapters as often as possible. We 

need to utilize social media to provide additional 

information to the members and encourage them to 

comment and share information.

What are your recommendations for future funding 

of CFITrainer.Net®? CFITrainer.net is an extremely 

valuable resource to the membership and the 

investigation community as a whole. It should 

continue to be free to the membership. It may 

become necessary to charge a fee to non-members 

of the IAAI. Additional corporate sponsorship 

should be explored and sought.

Other than training fire investigators, what two or 

three other elements do you consider as critical to 

the mission of the IAAI? In addition to training, the 

IAAI needs to provide additional information and 

opportunities for the professional development of 

the investigator. Open forums and chat groups  

need to be implemented to have questions or 

concerns answered.
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68th IAAI 
International Training Conference

Las Vegas, NV  
April 9 -14 2017

Lunch on your own 12pm to 1pm

MONDAY, April 10th All Attendees
Time

8am-9:30am

Time
9:30am-12pm Insurance Fraud: An Offender’s Perspective

Michael Vergon, Kenneth Allen

Time Track A Track B TRACK D Two-day Seminar

1pm - 
3pm

The Impact of Ventilation on Room Fires  
in Full Scale Structures

Dan Madrzykowski

Vetting & Selecting the Right Experts  
and Attorneys

Tristan Fitzpatrick, Brian Henry, 
Jason Karasinski

3pm - 
5pm

Experimental Results from a Series of Eight Laboratory  
Controlled Compartment Fires

David Tucholski, Michael Marquardt, Andrew Cox

Investigative Report Drafting: Content is Key
Dixon Robin,  Roy Mura

Opening Ceremonies

Lunch on your own 12pm to 1pm

TUESDAY, April 11th
Time Track A Track B Track D

8am-
10am

Effective Social Media  
Research in Investigations

Roy Mura

Statement Analysis:  
Truth & Lies Revealed

David Harlow

Rendering a Correct  
Claim Decision

Matthew Smith, Daniel Jaegar

10am-
12pm

Metallurgical Analysis  
for Fire and Explosion  

Investigation
Larry Hanke, Neal Hanke

Exploring the Relevance &  
Reliability of Witness  

Statements in  
Fire Investigations

Andrew Cox, William Ryerson 
Nicole Eyet, Marissa Persichini

Lawsuit! Proactive Management  
of the Litigation Process

Gerald Albrecht
John Davies

Time Track A Track B Track D

1pm-
3pm

Non-Destructive Post Fire 
Survey of Electrical Wiring for 

Fire Origin Determination
Mark Svare

Preparing Your Claims Department & 
SIU Representatives for Trial

Rick Hammond

Presenting the Fire Science Case to a Jury:  
How to Win Friends & Influence People

Thomas Cellini, Donald Kohtz, Jason Karasinski

3pm-
5pm

Fatal Fire Investigation
John Cox

Fire Claims and Investigation 
Training Seminar

co-presented by ICAC and IAAI

Week-long class  •  Track C  •  April 10th to 14th  •  Monday thru Friday  

32 HRS of Fundamentals in Fire Investigation  
Barry Grimm, Jason Karasinski, Dixon Robin

2017
IAAI Annual 

General Meeting

All classes open to all attendees.
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1. Introduction
Part of the mission of the IAAI’s Fire Investigation 

Standards Committee (FISC) is to keep abreast of information 

about standards and guides that apply to fire and explosion 

investigations. In addition, one of FISC’s duties is educating the 

IAAI membership about such documents and related issues.1 

The purpose of this column is to share information about the 

vetting process for scientific literature, known as foundational

literature, which provides the scientific foundation for each 

forensic discipline. If we were to create a list of scientific 

literature for the field of fire investigations that could qualify as

foundational, industry standards such as those published by

the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)2 and ASTM

International3 would feature prominently. So, too, would the

reference materials they cite.The 2009 report, Strengthening Forensic Science in

the United States: A Path Forward (the NRC/NAS Report)4 

expressed concerns about the extent to which there may be 

gaps in the foundational research that provides the scientific

basis of many forensic science disciplines. This article

begins by summarizing these concerns and introducing the

resulting Foundational Research Recommendation. Since this

recommendation applies to forensic science disciplines, we 

explore whether fire investigations qualify as a forensic science

discipline.
After concluding that fire investigations are, at least in some

circles, considered to be among the forensic science disciplines

affected by the NRC/NAS Report, we examine the activities

undertaken by the following organizations that are relevant

to the Foundational Research Recommendation and fire

investigations:

•	White House Interagency Working Group for 
Research, Development, Testing, and Evaluation (IWG

RDT&E);
•	The Technical and Scientific Working Group on Fires

and Explosions (T/SWGFEX);•	The Organization of Scientific Area Committees
(OSAC); and,

•	The National Commission on Forensic Science
(NCFS).

For the purposes of this article, the most important of

these activities are certain work products of OSAC and the

NCFS. Briefly, OSAC has added the 2014 editions of NFPA

921 Guide for Fire and Explosion Investigations5 (NFPA 921) 

and NFPA 1033 Standard for Professional Qualifications for 

Fire Investigator6 (NFPA 1033) to its Registries of Approved 

Standards and Guidelines. In the meantime, the NCFS has

developed two sets of criteria for evaluating scientific literature. 

After examining these OSAC and NCFS projects, the authors

raise two questions and discuss their implications. One is

whether industry standards such as NFPA 921 and NFPA 

1033 as well as the publications they mention, meet the NCFS’ 

criteria. The second is the impact that the elevation of NFPA 

921 and NFPA 1033 to the OSAC Registries will have on the

influence of these documents in the fire investigation community 

and in court. We also clarify status of the 2017 edition of NFPA 

921, which the NFPA issued in November 2016. 
This article closes by touching on how attorneys could

use the developments in OSAC or the NCFS to challenge

or support the qualifications or opinions of fire investigation

experts in criminal or civil litigation. We begin by tracing the

–HTTP://WWW.FIREARSON.COM
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Introduction
Central to the mission of IAAI’s Fire Investigation Standards
Committee is to keep IAAI members informed about develop-
ments in the standards world. As you probably know, through 

its standards development process, the National Fire Protec-
-

tion, including investigations. All of the relevant documents, 
published in NFPA’s National Fire Codes®, and are required 
to undergo a regular and strictly regulated process of review 
and revision to stay current. This article provides you a quick 
update on the status of those National Fire Codes® that are

The “document page” for each of these documents has copies 

of the documents available to read online at no charge, as well 

as the deadlines and forms for submitting Public Input (previ-
ously known as Public Proposals) and Public Comments. Go 
to www.NFPA.org, click the “Codes and Standards” link, click 

the “View the List of NFPA Codes and Standards” link, set up
a free account, and select the document you want to review. 
You can also access current information at the NFPA’s web-
site concerning the membership of each technical committee 
(TC) that is responsible for each of these documents,1 as well 
as those TCs seeking new members and the TC membership 
application form.

NFPA 921 Guide for Fire and Explosion InvestigationsResponsibility of: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Investigations
Scope: “This Committee shall have primary responsi-
bility for documents relating to techniques to be used

designed to assist or be used in developing or verifying

2IAAI Representatives: IAAI member Charles (Randy)
Watson chairs the 921 TC. The IAAI’s representatives 
are Principal–Joseph J. Sesniak, andAlternate–Rodney
J. Pevytoe.

Status: NFPA 921 is in the Fall 2013 revision cycle, 
scheduled for the release of a revised edition in 2014. 
Closing date for Public Input is January 4, 2012. The edition) closing date is September 7, 2012. The First 

Draft will be available for public review online and the
deadline for submitting public comments to the NFPA
is November 16, 2012.3 You can read the current (2011)
edition and previous editions online, for no charge, at:
http://www.nfpa.org/aboutthecodes/AboutTheCodes.

asp?DocNum=921

NFPA 1033 Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire InvestigatorResponsibility of: Technical Committee on Fire 
Scope: “This Committee shall have primary respon-
sibility for documents on professional competence 4

IAAI Representatives: IAAI Board Member George 
Wendt chairs the 1033 TC. The IAAI’s representa-
tives are Principal—Roger A. Krupp, and Alternate–
Jack A. Ward.

Terry-Dawn Hewitt, Esq.Chair

and

IAAI Fire Investigation Standards Committee (FISC) Wayne J. McKenna, Esq.

EXPERTS BEWARE: ARE YOUR FOUNDATIONS OPEN TO ATTACK?
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Preface and Outline

Due to its length, this article is published partly in print (in this issue of the Fire & Arson Investigator) and in its entirety online.

Below is the article outline. Sections 1 to 6 (with the accompanying endnotes) are reproduced in this Journal edition.

The full version is available to IAAI members at the IAAI website (sign-on required).  

Go to the IAAI website at https://www.firearson.com/; click the “Publications” tab; and then scroll down and click the

“Fire & Arson Investigator Journal” link. Scroll down to the 2017 Journal section and open the link to this article.
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Insurance Fraud: An Offender’s Perspective
The Impact of Ventilation on Room Fires in Full Scale Structures

Experimental Results from a Series of Eight Laboratory Controlled Compartment Fires
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International Training Conference

NEED IT? WANT IT?

www.IAAIITC.com

FIRE INVESTIGATION TRAINING!

IAAI
New One-Day Classes

Electrical Fundamentals- 6 Hours• The components of an electrical service, circuitry,
modes of failure, and arc mapping.• Define basic electrical terms.• Identify common electrical failure mechanisms.

• Describe common electrical systems and components found in a home.• Examine a fire of potential electrical origin.This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or whole,
requirements concerning continuing education posted in 
Section 1.3.7
Program topics include: safety, electrical safety, NFPA 
Chapter 9 (Electricity & Fire), Basic Electricity, Building 
Electrical Systems, Electrical Heating (five forms),  
Electrical Failure, Arcing, and Electrical Fire Investigation.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

Fire Dynamics- 8 HoursThe detailed study of how chemistry, fire science, and 
engineering disciplines of fluid mechanics and heat transfer 
interact to influence fire behavior.• Define and explain basic fire chemistry terminology.

• Define and explain the behavior of fire.• Define and explain the modes of heat transfer.This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or  
whole, requirements concerning continuing education  
posted in Section 1.3.7:
Program topics include: NFPA 921, NFPA 1033, Fire, Fuels, 
Oxygen, Temperature, Heat, Combustion, Flame, Ignition,  
Fire Development & Decay, Ventilation, Fire Growth, and  
Fire Modeling.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

Origin and Cause – 6 Hours• Evaluating and analyzing a fire scene using a systematic 
method to determine the origin and cause of the fire.

• Understand and apply systematic approach and
scientific method to determine the area of fire origin, 
then cause.

• Identify fire patterns.
• Identify fire causes/ classifications.• Identify methods of testing and eliminating hypotheses 

(as part of the scientific method).This block of instruction will serve to satisfy, in part or whole, 
requirements concerning continuing education posted in 
Section 1.3.7
Program topics include: NFPA 921 Chapter 18 – Origin 
Determination, NFPA 921 Chapter 19 – Fire Cause 
Determination, NFPA 1033, Fire Scene Investigation, 
Ignition Sources, First Fuel Ignited, Cause Classifications, 
Fire Investigation Methodology, Initial Response, 
Examination, Fire Patterns, Fire Effect, Ventilation, 
Reconstruction, Accidental Sources of Ignition, Evidence of 
Incendiarism, and Hypothesis Development & Testing.
$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird

NFPA 921 update 2017
• The detailed guide to fire investigations is an ever 

changing environment. This document id peer reviewed 
and published every three years. The Global Leader 
in Fire Investigations (IAAI) offers the most up to date 
training for the new edition, presented by members of 
the NFPA 921 Technical Committee.• By understanding the changes affecting the 

investigations of fire and explosion scenes you will be 
better prepared to investigate, present and articulate 
your case and opinions.$105 IAAI Member  •  $95 Early Bird$160 Non-Member  •  $145 Early Bird




