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George A. Codding, IAAI-CFI, MIAAI

president’s perspective

It is a great privilege to 
assume the post of President 
of the International Association 
of Arson Investigators for 

a year beginning April 2016.  If you don’t know me, I’ll 
just tell you that I bring a somewhat unusual perspective 
to this position as I am a prosecuting attorney for state 
government, and also a fire investigator for my fire 
department.  I have civil litigation and insurance law 
experience, and have worked as a police officer and 
firefighter.  So other than the scientific and engineering 
fields, I have experience in many of the primary professions 
represented by this Association.

Between my time as Director and a member of the 
Executive Team, I’ve been on the Board for over seven 
years now and I’ve seen so many people working tirelessly 
to keep this organization running, including your Board, 
executives, committee chairs, past presidents, and many 
others. Our Executive Director and office staff are very 
committed and working very hard as well. I am impressed 
by everyone’s commitment and am glad there is so much 
talent behind this Association to keep it functioning  
so smoothly.

One of the biggest pieces of news for this issue is 
that our membership has hit the 9,000 mark.  In this era of 
tightening budgets, it’s nice to see that people recognize 
the need to be a member of the IAAI and the benefits from 
doing so.  Of course, between the IAAI and its affiliated 
chapters, we have two or three times that many people in 
our larger family.

A number of good things have been accomplished by 
the IAAI recently.  One recent event I am proud of is the 
unanimous Board statement, drafted by the Public Agency 
Advisory Committee, supporting the review of past arson 
convictions where fire science and methodology were 
called into question.  As a prosecutor I think it’s important 
that we acknowledge these issues and work to find and 
correct any injustices that might be found.

In other news, we began a public information officer 
(PIO) program to designate senior members who can 
quickly respond to press questions and provide relevant 
information and statements, increasing our public profile.  
We have developed and strengthened our relationships and 
partnerships with other associations and entities as never 
before.  Our web platform, CFTrainer.Net®, is increasing its 
number of available modules and has tens of thousands of 
users worldwide.

Importantly, our IAAI-CFI® recently received 
accreditation not only from the venerable Pro Board, but 
also from the Forensic Specialties Accreditation Board, Inc. 
(FSAB).  This gives our program credibility not only from the 
fire service side, but from the forensic sciences community 
as well.  As you may know, there is a major push underway 
in the forensic community to define -- and improve -- the 

quality of forensics used by criminal justice agencies. 
This is gaining traction and will most certainly be felt in our 
profession, not only for government practitioners, but for 
private ones as well.  I believe that in the near future you 
can expect to be questioned in court about accreditation 
issues.  There’s no better time to look at obtaining the 
IAAI-CFI®, the only internationally available fire investigator 
certification that has either accreditation.  And while you are 
at it, look at the Evidence Collection Technician (IAAI-ECT) 
designation as well.

I am confident that we will have another positive 
year of growth, not only in our numbers but in our overall 
strength, professionalism and profile.  In this year, we will 
of course continue to look at ways to further meet the 
needs of our members and of the industry as a whole.  
We will keep reaching out in a financially prudent way to 
investigators outside of the U.S. who are interested in our 
Association and our credentials. I am hoping to continue to 
use my language skills (Spanish, French and Portuguese) 
in this effort.

As the industry leader, we also need to take the lead 
in promoting the health and safety of all practitioners in our 
field.  I have reconstituted the Health & Safety Committee 
under Director Kevin Crawford, who is putting together the 
knowledge and the experts to study and disseminate best 
practices to keep all of us safe and healthy, whether we 
work as public officers or private investigators. With the 
vacancy in the chair of the Training & Education Committee 
(T&E) the executives have placed Director Trace Lawless 
as chair of this group, which will work on great ideas for 
relevant, needed training programs.

Please participate in your Association.  First  
and foremost, please take advantage of our excellent  
in-person and web-based training, and look into getting 
every professional credential that is appropriate for you.  
Take advantage of the networking and information that 
come from being a member, receiving this journal and 
attending the events.  And let us know what training you 
would like to see offered on a regional scale.  Our phone 
and email are always available for comments on how we 
can improve training, member services and benefits, and 
chapter relations.

Finally, I congratulate you on making this profession 
the truly diverse and amazing profession that it is.  As 
incoming President I look forward to meeting you and 
welcoming you to our events in the year ahead, and I  
invite you to stay in touch.

George A. Codding
President 
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The 2016 ITC in Orlando, Florida is over,

and the IAAI Foundation Board is celebrating 

a very successful year. The Board had the 

pleasure of meeting the five recipients of the

newly designed JCW-RD Scholarships, which

provides financial assistance to attend the ITC

or similar training. We congratulate Jerome Duet,

Michael Forbes, Adam Johnson, Matthew Peters

and Kathleen Summersgill for their dedication 

and desire to improve their careers in the Fire 

Investigation profession. 

I want to remind everyone that the IAAI 

Foundation is accepting applications for the

2017 John Charles Wilson-Robert Doran Sr. 

Scholarship program until August 1, 2016.  The

John C. Wilson-Robert Doran Sr. scholarships 

provide financial aid to IAAI and IAAI Chapter 

members to offset the costs of registration 

and lodging while attending the ITC or similar

approved training events, it is not intended to 

cover all of the cost of attendance.  Applications

and additional information about the program 

and the Foundation can be obtained from the 

Foundation website at www.iaaifoundation.org.

We are happy to share the good news 

that the raffle for the Indian® Chief Dark Horse®

motorcycle was a huge success!  Although ticket

sales started slowly, through the diligent and 

endless efforts of Dan Hebert and the gang from

Louisiana we reached our established goal of 

ticket sales. On Thursday after the last class,  

the winning tickets were drawn, and we are  

happy to announce the winning ticket for the 

Indian motorcycle, was purchased by  

Mr. Robert Wisniewski of New York.

Mr. Wisniewski was present at the conference 

and after some discussion decided to 

accept the $13,000 cash prize instead of the 

motorcycle. The second place ticket, winning 

the autographed Arnold Palmer poster, is Mr. 

Rod Ammon. We congratulate both Robert 

Wisniewski and Rod Ammon for their support 

of the Foundation. On behalf of the Foundation 

Board of Directors, we wish to express our 

sincere appreciation to everyone who supported 

this endeavor and purchased a ticket. We want 

to thank Mr. Mark Svare especially for providing 

us with his Indian Chief Dark Horse bike as a 

display during the ITC to promote sales.  

On Tuesday of the ITC, general elections 

were held which resulted in two new additions 

to the Foundation Board.  Congratulations to 

Mr. Dan Hebert of Louisiana on his election 

to a full-term to the Board of Directors. In 

addition to Dan, we welcome IAAI 2nd VP Scott 

Bennett to the Board who serves as one of the 

IAAI representatives on this body.  During the 

Board meeting held on Wednesday, the new 

Board appointed Mr. Rick Jones of Louisiana 

to the Director-at-Large position. Following this 

appointment, elections took place to establish 

the officers of the Foundation for the coming 

year. I was re-elected as President, Mr. Joe 

Sesniak was elected Vice President and Mr. Dan 

Hebert was elected as Secretary. 

At this time, I want to recognize retiring 

Foundation Directors, Dr. Peter Mansi and 

Mr. William Schmitt. We wish to express our 

appreciation for their involvement and dedication  

to the Foundation and they both will be missed. 

The Board is looking forward to a  

rewarding, successful year and to serving 

the IAAI membership.

David R. Sneed

IAAI Foundation President

David R. Sneed 

President

George Codding

Director

Dan Hebert

Secretary/Treasurer

Scott Bennett

Director

Joe Sesniak

Vice President

Rick Jones

Director-at-Large

Dan Heenan

Director

IAAI
leaders
Board of Directors

FOUNDATION, INC. update

 and . . . . the winning ticket for the Indian motorcycle, was 

purchased by Mr. Robert Wisniewski of New York.  Mr. Wisniewski

was present at the conference and after some discussion decided to 

accept the $13,000 cash prize instead of the motorcycle. Right to left 

President David Sneed, Robert Wisniewski and Secretary Dan Hebert.

Advocacy of The Fire Caucus
Past President Roger Krupp,  

Steve Austin,  

Chairman, Advocacy Committee 

IAAI Director of Governmental Affairs

It was good to see and speak with many of our committee 

members during the ITC in Orlando. Although not real busy 

we had a good year. We have been fighting to keep H.R 

1329 ATF Elimination Act from moving forward. It is the IAAI’s 

position that elimination of the ATF is not in the best interest 

of public safety or the fire investigation community. We will 

continue our vigorous opposition to this bill.

We continue to see progress in updating the PSOB 

to close loopholes regarding some fire investigators and 

fire police officers so they remain eligible for PSOB in the 

unfortunate event of an injury or death while performing their 

duties. This battle is being fought on the regulatory level as 

well as in Congress. We expect to see legislation in both the 

House and Senate addressing this problem in the very near 

future. We continue working with others to break the logjam 

of claims that have not been paid, some which have been 

pending for years.  This is a top priority for IAAI.

As reported during the ITC, IAAI has been active the 

last year with our involvement in several initiatives. We 

continue to be involved in the development of the National 

Fire Operations Reporting System (NFORS). NFORS is a 

database that will be released and beta tested this year with 

select fire departments. Once the testing is completed, the 

NFORS will be available to all fire departments. This system 

is being designed to collect data on fire response incidents.

It will provide for documenting fire department operation 

efficiency. They have added a Fire Investigation Module to be 

completed by the department investigator to better capture 

origin and cause data, and remind the investigator to update 

the NFIRs report as needed. They will be adding a section to 

news and views from the Hill

Washington Wire and Advocacy Committee update
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I am often amazed at the volunteers that 
work for our Association. They are very busy 
attending meetings, classes and conferences, often 
representing the IAAI at the many different events 
across the U.S. and around the world. Moreover, this 
is IN ADDITION to their full-time jobs and lives at 
home. While I am ‘on the road’ right alongside them, 
sometimes spending as much as half of each month 
away from home, I wonder if anyone else feels the 
same way…  Sometimes it’s like, “the hurrier I go, the 
behinder I get.”

Everyone is doing more these days, with less. 
Companies have been holding tight to their budgets. 
Staffs are expected to take on added duties & 
responsibilities as retiring or departing staff are not 
always replaced. And we’re supposed to be happy 
that we have a job, right?  Well, I am happy. Serving 
the IAAI and you, the members, is an honor and a 
privilege. It’s also a challenging position and requires 
lots of hard work. 

Our members talk about the overwhelming duties 
and responsibilities they face every day and the 
grind of being on the road five days a week, being in 
dangerous or life-threatening conditions, and the many 
hours of paperwork that gets done at night, once 
you’ve called it a day. So how does one “get out of the 
fast lane when life is speeding past” and not get buried 
under an avalanche of responsibilities? Is it possible to 
achieve more by doing less? 

Unplug Your World

Modern technology comes in handy, and many 
of us would be lost without our laptops, tablets and 
iPhones. The downside is that it keeps us constantly 
connected to the world and workplace, and that can 
be overwhelming.  In our quest to slow down, we 
may have difficulty separating technology from our 
personal lives.  Can you relate to any of these  
“21st century” maladies?

1. You haven’t played solitaire with real
cards for years.

2. You have 11 telephone numbers to
reach your family of three.

3. You check your phone in the morning
before heading to the bathroom.

4. You email the person in the next office
or the desk next to yours to ask if they
have time to talk.

5. You turn the car around to go back
and get your cellphone when you
accidentally left it, even if you’ll only
be gone a few minutes.

6. You call your house from the driveway
to get help carrying things in.

7. You don’t communicate with friends
and family because you ‘don’t
have their email’ or they’re ‘not on
Facebook.’

8. You answer every call, regardless of
whether it’s a convenient time for you
or whether you know who is calling. 
Just in case.

9. You tilt your head sideways to smile :-)

10. You’re nodding your head as you read
this list.

We can’t say yes to every request, and it’s been 
proven physically impossible that we can’t be in two 
places at the same time. We’re more efficient and 
effective when we set goals and prioritize. So we often 
push ourselves harder than we used to (or need to) 
so that we can get things accomplished. However, 
it’s also important that we put first things first - Our 
families, our health, and peace of mind.

When it comes to mealtime, consider establishing 
a ‘no-technology and no-answer policy.’  You’ll only be 
unplugged for a short while and can return the call or 
email when you’re ready. This is good for when you’re 
on the road and driving as well. In many states it’s the 
law and hands-free technology doesn’t guarantee that 
being on speakerphone also means our full attention 
is where it should be – keeping ourselves, our 
passengers and the other drivers safe.

So, unplug a little. Take a deep breath, enjoy 
being present and remember to laugh. Here’s a 
favorite mantra of mine and good for at least a grin… 
The good Lord put me on this Earth to accomplish a 
certain number of things. Right now I’m so far behind, 
I’ll never die. 
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Our members talk about the overwhelming duties 
and responsibilities they face every day and the 
grind of being on the road five days a week,  . . . 

Deborah Keeler

executive director’s view
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It was good to see and speak with many of our committee

members during the ITC in Orlando. Although not real busy 

we had a good year. We have been fighting to keep H.R 

1329 ATF Elimination Act from moving forward. It is the IAAI’s

position that elimination of the ATF is not in the best interest
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fire police officers so they remain eligible for PSOB in the 
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of claims that have not been paid, some which have been

pending for years.  This is a top priority for IAAI.

As reported during the ITC, IAAI has been active the 

last year with our involvement in several initiatives. We 

continue to be involved in the development of the National 

Fire Operations Reporting System (NFORS). NFORS is a 

database that will be released and beta tested this year with

select fire departments. Once the testing is completed, the 
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is being designed to collect data on fire response incidents. 

It will provide for documenting fire department operation 
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Fire investigators are responsible for deciding where to collect fire debris evidence at scenes.
Potential evidence may be located in basements of residential structures that have been 

flooded with water during fire extinguishment.  Residents may store various petroleum products 

(ignitable liquids) in their basements if they do not have garages, outbuildings or other storage 

locations.  Examples include gasoline for lawn equipment, charcoal lighter fluid for grills and 

fuels for home heating appliances.  During a fire, a container with a petroleum product could be 

breached by the fire or by suppression activities resulting in a spillage of the petroleum product 

into the structure.  This could potentially lead to ignitable liquid contamination of materials in the 

area as the water used for suppression spreads the petroleum product throughout the flooded 

basement.  Therefore, the objective of this study was to determine if ignitable liquids present in 

a compartment that was flooded with water during fire suppression efforts could contaminate 

building materials and other materials commonly found in a basement. In addition, based on 

these results, the authors hope to provide guidance on evidence collection for ignitable liquid 

analysis when this type of situation is encountered.   

John Black†, Justin Geiman††, Raymond Kuk†

†Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives
††Fire and Risk Alliance, LLC

The Possibility of
Ignitable Liquid Contamination

in Flooded Compartments

40 www.firearson.com 

Fire&Arson Investigator 
July2016

GAS-FIRED
SPACE HEATERS:
Defective products, defective standards, 

and burned victims Vytenis (Vyto) Babrauskas, Ph.D.

Abstract

Space heaters are products which should

operate in a safe manner. But some individuals receive 

severe, sometimes fatal burn injuries from gas-fired 

space heaters due to sustaining ignition of their clothing. 

This study examines the relevant product standards and

provides data on ignition of clothing textiles from several

exemplar heaters. The reasons for the injuries are found

to be twofold: 

(1) In North America, gas-fired space heaters 

are tested and Listed (i.e., approved) in 

accordance with a series of American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI) 

product standards. These standards

contain provisions for the testing of 

clothing ignition potential. However, the

provisions are inadequate and permit 

heaters to be Listed which can ignite 

fabrics in as short a time as 1 second. 

The defective testing procedures have

persisted through numerous editions 

of the pertinent standards. This is likely

due to imbalanced representation on the

ANSI committee, which has dominant 

industry representation with few members

who represent the interests of the general

public and are technically knowledgeable 

in fabric flammability hazards.  

(2) Some heater manufacturers merely submit

their products for testing by Listing agencies,

and fail to conduct meaningful testing which 

would reveal the clothing ignition hazards 

associated with their designs.

Manufacturers often consider that they have fulfilled

their responsibility by providing product warnings. Such 

warnings are intrinsically ineffective in safeguarding 

persons from clothing ignition. Alternative designs exist

which do not create the hazard of clothing ignition. Such

heaters are commercially available, but do not comprise

a large fraction of the products in the marketplace. The 

thermal design principles needed to produce a safe 

design are well known and do not require innovative 

strategies or recourse to patented schemes. CPSC

should promulgate a mandatory regulation if ANSI is 

unable to provide adequate protection of the public

against clothing ignitions in their standards.  

Keywords: fabric flammability; gas-fired space heaters; industry 

standards; injury statistics; thermal injury.

Introduction: hazards and injuries

In December 2009, a 21-year old woman, 8 months 

pregnant with her first child, was socializing with friends at 

a country store. She went to the unheated bathroom, and 

upon returning stopped by the gas-fired space heater (the 

store’s only form of heat) to warm herself. She stood by the 

heater “for a couple of seconds,” then felt extra heat. At that 

point someone shouted “Fire!” as it was discovered that the 

back of her dress, made of a lightweight, gauze-type fabric, 

was on fire. The young woman suffered 3rd-degree burns 

(Figure 1) and lost her child in stillbirth due to the trauma 

of the accident. Even though the child did not survive, the 

woman survived, but with disfiguring injuries which she 

will have for the rest of her life. The victim was neither the 

purchaser nor the user of the heater and was not aware of 

any of the features of the appliance, other than that it was a 

space heater providing warmth for the store.

Also in December 2009, the nightgown of a 59-year old 

woman was ignited by a gas-fired space heater inside her 

own home. She died from her burn injuries. The fact that 

the young victim survived and the older one did not is not 

random. The elderly are more likely to die from their burn 

injuries than are younger persons. This is quantified by a 

‘burn severity index.’ A variety of such indices have been 

proposed1-8, but they are all basically similar—greater age 

or greater fraction of total body surface area (TBSA) burned 

results in a lower probability of survival. For the same age 

and extent of injuries, females are somewhat less likely 

to survive than males4, and some indices also include 

additional variables, e.g., inhalation injury.

Incidents such as cited above are unfortunately 

neither rare nor unexpected, and they have been studied 

for decades. For example, CPSC reported an incident in 

197910: “The victim was warming himself near a gas space 

heater in the bedroom. He was wearing pajama bottoms 

that were torn. He felt heat on the backs of his legs, turned 

around, and saw flames. He ran into an adjoining room, 

where relatives extinguished the fire.”  

GAS-FIRED
SPACE HEATERS:
Defective products, defective standards, 

and burned victims Vytenis (Vyto) Babrauskas, Ph.D.
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From 2010 through 2014, the Enid Fire Department had several suspicious  fires with 17 of them still under investigation with the cause of 
“undetermined.” One  factor that tied all of the fires together was the location of an individual named Martin Painter,  who has had previous  arson convictions.

In at least two of the  fires, a person matching  Painter’s description was observed in the area.On May 11, 2014, there was a fire in a building owned by the City of Enid and it 

was determined to be incendiary. Surveillance video was obtained and identified 

Martin Painter in the area.  Several warrants were obtained, timelines created and 

damaging evidence seized.Painter was ultimately charged and arrested for arson which he later pled guilty 

to. He was sentenced to 12 years in the Oklahoma Department of Corrections and 

further ordered to pay $121,030 in restitution.The team approach implemented during this investigation and tireless effort of 

the Enid Fire Department investigators, Ken Helms, Bill Moss Mike Shetz and 

Kevin Winter that the IAAI on behalf of fire investigators throughout the world are 

privileged to present the Investigator of the Year Award to the Enid Fire Department. 

Ken Helms is representing and receiving the award on their behalf. ■

 Investigatorof the Year

2016 IAAI
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Damage to a laptop from an 
explosion within the battery 
pack of the unit. The laptop 
was left on a desk plugged into 
a power outlet in the bedroom, 
charging. Fire damage shows 
the location of the two battery 
cells that exploded, left side. 
January 2012

A 30-year-old receptacle located along the west wall where it met the edge 
of the fabric mattress. No melting or gross arcing events were observed on 
the exterior face plate. Upon opening the receptacle, evidence of an arcing 
event to a single copper conductor was discovered, evidence of melting 
of mass with removal of the turn screw. Top portion of the receptacle was 
missing due to the electrical event occurring inside the receptacle.   
March 2015

1st Place Accidental 
Michael Forbes, IAAI-CFI

Fire & Rescue New South Wales

Metal screw that was found 
embedded in a section of  

circuit wire inside the back  
wall of a closet which resulted in 
ignition. This section of burned wiring 
was recovered from the debris pile 
at the point of fire origin. At the time 
of the fire, the circuit was supplying a 
computer and printer with electricity. 
This was an old structure and the 
screw/closet hook had been placed in 
the wall by a previous occupant.  

May 2015

3rd Place Accidental
Sean Merck, IAAI-CFI
Fire Scene Investigations, LLC

2nd Place Accidental 
C. Benjamin Norris, IAAI-CFI

Posthumously
Due to the recent passing of 
C. Benjamin Norris, the  
SC Chapter President,  
John Martin accepted the 
award in his honor.

Forensic Fire Analysis, LLC

AWARDS
Photograph

Winners

2016 
  IAAI

. . . continued on page 10
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GAS-FIRED
SPACE HEATERS:
Defective products, defective standards,  

and burned victims Vytenis (Vyto) Babrauskas, Ph.D.

Abstract

Space heaters are products which should 

operate in a safe manner. But some individuals receive 

severe, sometimes fatal burn injuries from gas-fired 

space heaters due to sustaining ignition of their clothing.

This study examines the relevant product standards and 

provides data on ignition of clothing textiles from several 

exemplar heaters. The reasons for the injuries are found 

to be twofold: 

(1) In North America, gas-fired space heaters 

are tested and Listed (i.e., approved) in 

accordance with a series of American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI) 

product standards. These standards 

contain provisions for the testing of 

clothing ignition potential. However, the 

provisions are inadequate and permit 

heaters to be Listed which can ignite 

fabrics in as short a time as 1 second.

The defective testing procedures have 

persisted through numerous editions 

of the pertinent standards. This is likely 

due to imbalanced representation on the 

ANSI committee, which has dominant 

industry representation with few members 

who represent the interests of the general 

public and are technically knowledgeable 

in fabric flammability hazards.

(2) Some heater manufacturers merely submit 

their products for testing by Listing agencies, 

and fail to conduct meaningful testing which

would reveal the clothing ignition hazards 

associated with their designs.

Manufacturers often consider that they have fulfilled 

their responsibility by providing product warnings. Such 

warnings are intrinsically ineffective in safeguarding 

persons from clothing ignition. Alternative designs exist 

which do not create the hazard of clothing ignition. Such 

heaters are commercially available, but do not comprise 

a large fraction of the products in the marketplace. The 

thermal design principles needed to produce a safe 

design are well known and do not require innovative 

strategies or recourse to patented schemes. CPSC

should promulgate a mandatory regulation if ANSI is

unable to provide adequate protection of the public

against clothing ignitions in their standards.  

Keywords: fabric flammability; gas-fired space heaters; industry 

standards; injury statistics; thermal injury.

Introduction: hazards and injuries

In December 2009, a 21-year old woman, 8 months

pregnant with her first child, was socializing with friends at

a country store. She went to the unheated bathroom, and 

upon returning stopped by the gas-fired space heater (the

store’s only form of heat) to warm herself. She stood by the

heater “for a couple of seconds,” then felt extra heat. At that

point someone shouted “Fire!” as it was discovered that the

back of her dress, made of a lightweight, gauze-type fabric,

was on fire. The young woman suffered 3rd-degree burns 

(Figure 1) and lost her child in stillbirth due to the trauma

of the accident. Even though the child did not survive, the

woman survived, but with disfiguring injuries which she 

will have for the rest of her life. The victim was neither the

purchaser nor the user of the heater and was not aware of

any of the features of the appliance, other than that it was a

space heater providing warmth for the store.

Also in December 2009, the nightgown of a 59-year old

woman was ignited by a gas-fired space heater inside her 

own home. She died from her burn injuries. The fact that 

the young victim survived and the older one did not is not

random. The elderly are more likely to die from their burn

injuries than are younger persons. This is quantified by a

‘burn severity index.’ A variety of such indices have been

proposed1-8, but they are all basically similar—greater age

or greater fraction of total body surface area (TBSA) burned

results in a lower probability of survival. For the same age 

and extent of injuries, females are somewhat less likely 

to survive than males4, and some indices also include 

additional variables, e.g., inhalation injury.

Incidents such as cited above are unfortunately

neither rare nor unexpected, and they have been studied

for decades. For example, CPSC reported an incident in 

197910: “The victim was warming himself near a gas space

heater in the bedroom. He was wearing pajama bottoms 

that were torn. He felt heat on the backs of his legs, turned

around, and saw flames. He ran into an adjoining room, 

where relatives extinguished the fire.”  

GAS-FIRED
SPACE HEATERS:
Defective products, defective standards,  

and burned victims Vytenis (Vyto) Babrauskas, Ph.D.
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From 2010 through 2014,the Enid Fire Departmenthad several suspiciousfires with 17 of them still under investigationwith the cause of
“undetermined.” One  factor that tied all of thefires together was the location of an individualnamed Martin Painter,who has had previousarson convictions.

In at least two of the  fires, a person matching  Painter’s description was observed in the area.On May 11, 2014, there was a fire in a building owned by the City of Enid and it 

was determined to be incendiary. Surveillance video was obtained and identified 

Martin Painter in the area.  Several warrants were obtained, timelines created and 

damaging evidence seized.Painter was ultimately charged and arrested for arson which he later pled guilty 

to. He was sentenced to 12 years in the Oklahoma Department of Corrections and 

further ordered to pay $121,030 in restitution.The team approach implemented during this investigation and tireless effort of 

the Enid Fire Department investigators, Ken Helms, Bill Moss Mike Shetz and 

Kevin Winter that the IAAI on behalf of fire investigators throughout the world are 

privileged to present the Investigator of the Year Award to the Enid Fire Department. 

Ken Helms is representing and receiving the award on their behalf. ■

Investigator of the Year

2016  IAAI




